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Introduction
A criminal action is one brought by the state against an individual with an aim to execute punishment through imprisonment or any other penalty. Whenever a person is convicted of a serious crime, the court issues a compensation levy. A criminal action begins when police charge a person with an offense. Offenses are found in acts of parliament. Once a complaint is issued, the police have to bring the person before a magistrate as fast as possible as by law established. When the accused is remanded to a future date, the magistrate can decide to remand the accused in custody or on bail (Federal Bureau of Prisons, 2015). This paper seeks to establish whether there should exist a variation in terms of treatment accorded to the convicted and those yet to be found guilty in court.
Should those who are awaiting trial be treated differently while in jail than those who have been convicted?
Those who are awaiting trial ought to be treated differently in jail compared to those who have already been convicted. There are thousands of individuals in jail across the world who are yet to be convicted. Pretrial detention takes months and sometimes its impact does not just affect the individual involved but their family at large. This action is harmful and also unfair to victims who are yet to be convicted even though it serves the purpose in the judicial process enabling for time for clear evidence against the person awaiting trial (Liebling, 2011). Some individuals are detained not because they wanted, but maybe they did not afford the bail. Such an individual, if put on the same scale as someone who is already convicted would be so unfair. Furthermore, detention might take more time than that which is stipulated while the case is pending. In countries such as Bolivia for instance, about 75% of detainees were found to have been held in excess of between 18 to 36 months in comparison to the limits established through the laws (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2018). This is inhuman especially if the treatment they receive is same as that received by those convicted.
Pretrial detention traps innocent people apart from stretching the already overstretched prison services and resources. The detention undermines the respect and the rights of an individual way before they are convicted of a crime they are accused of (Liebling, 2011). Since such individuals are still awaiting their ruling of the magistrate in, it is wrong to treat them as those who are already convicted. For instance, there are scenarios where the person may not be found guilty.  When this happens, the rights of the person are found to have been violated if they were treated the same way as those already convicted. Once an individual has been found guilty of a crime, a penalty is issued and thus the treatment accorded to them is deserving compared to those who are yet to be convicted. Treating such people, in the same way, makes it appear as though there is no difference between those convicted and those yet to be found guilty of the crimes they are accused of. Detainees should not experience loss of liberty and security like the convicted or sentenced counterparts (Liebling, 2011). This is only possible if the treatment accorded is different.
Do people who have not yet been found guilty have more “rights” than those who have been found guilty?
People who are not yet found guilty have more “rights” than those found guilty. Remember some people are in jail because they could not afford the bail price. Such individuals have rights since they are legally presumed innocent but still awaiting trial. These individuals even though they may not afford their freedom, there is a need to remember they have rights which must be protected. Detainees have rights to be free from abuse through deprivation of basic needs under normal conditions. They must be given better attention in terms of their basic needs compared to convicts (Federal Bureau of Prisons, 2018). Furthermore, the law does not allow corporal punishment on them since they are still awaiting trial. This is contrary to the individuals who have been convicted. They should also not be subjected to the use of physical force of whatever magnitude since they might be innocent even though in jail waiting for judicial determination (Schlanger, 2010).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The court must have a good reason for holding such an individual in prison before trial. This is a right that must be enjoyed by someone yet to be found guilty. Reasons might range from the probability that the person might re-offend, intimidate witnesses or even miss to appear in court for trial when called. Freedom must be accorded to such an individual and they should not be subjected to many restrictions like those of people who have been found guilty. This means the person can contact their family and friends through phone or letters without being restricted in comparison to those found guilty. These amongst other rights must be given to those people who are yet to be found guilty since their innocence stands till proven otherwise. Violation of their rights and generalization with those already found guilty is against the law (CrimeSolutions, 2018).
Conclusion
In conclusion, there is indeed a remarkable difference between someone convicted of a crime and one who is awaiting such a conviction though already in jail. Their treatment must therefore vary and bring out the contrast with those yet to be found guilty enjoying more rights since they remain innocent until proven guilty. Since those yet be found guilty have more rights, the difference between the two is clear and must be maintained as per the law.
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